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of members who, by consensus, develop their own set of rules. Each affiliation is made up of church 
districts or groups of 25 to 35 families. Each affiliation reacts to change from the same Amish religious 
value context but with seemingly contradictory results. Thus, the Dover affiliation prohibits the use 
of milking machines while others do not. The Lancaster affiliation permits the use of plows with two 
blades, while the Dover affiliation permits only the single-blade walking plow.

Values

When Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck’s (1961) value orientation theory is applied to the Amish culture, 
the contrasts with dominate U.S. cultural patterns stand out. Note particularly the areas of worldview 
and activity orientation.

Worldview

Gelassenheit is a common German word in Amish life. Translated, it means “submission.” The Amish 
believe in complete submission to God and do not separate religion from other areas of life. The Amish 
home serves as the church. Every moment in Amish life is a religious one. The Ordnung contains the 
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Source: Data from Religious Congregations & Membership Study.


